c t 


^ "^0f^C--C©  VAPNKiuFps  CtO(*CP'i’ 


/ 


A N 


A B R I D G E M E N T 

OF  THE 

evidence, 

DELIVERED  AT  THE  BAR  OF 

The  HOUSE  of  COMMONS, 

IN  SUPPORT  OF  THE 

PETITIONS  for  a REPEAL 

OF  THE 

EXCISE  TOBACCO  ACT. 


LONDON: 
Printed  in  the  Year  1790. 


. \ 


l 


A 


. 


To  the  P U B L I C. 


i HE  Committee  of  Tobacco  Manufacturers  feel  it  to  be  a duty , 
which  they  owe  to  them/ elves,  to  their  Conftituents,  and  to  their 
Country,  to  renew  that  general  appeal  to  the  Corporate  Bodies,  and  to 
the  Trading  and  Manufacturing  Tnterejls  of  Great  Britain , with 
which  they  commenced  their  prefent  endeavours  to  procure  a Repeal 
of  the  mojl  opprejfve  Act,  of  which  their  numerous  Petitions 

The  Committee  are  the  more  encouraged  to  renew  their  application, 
becaufe  they  have  it  now . in  their  power  to  accompany  it  with  an  - 
accurate  and  authentic  Abftradi  of  the  Evidence,  delivered  at  the 
Bar  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  during  the  courfe  cf  a long  and  laborious 
examination. — This  Evidence  has  not  been  confined  by  the  Manufacturers 
to  thcfe  concerned  in  the  Trade:  the  very  Officers,  employed  to  execute 
the  Adi,  have  been  called  before  the  Houfe  ; and  their  teJUmony , fo  far 
from  contradicting,  confirms  the  objections  of  the  Manufacturers. 

The  Committee  call  on  every  honeft  and  impartial  Man  to  confider 
their  mafs  of  Evidence  attentively,  and  then  to  decide,  whether  the 
Committee  are  not  juft  fed  in  ajferting , that  the  Adi,  both  in  its  Prin- 
ciple and  in  all  its  Provijions,  is  calculated  to  harrafs,  to  opprefts , and  . 
to  diftgrace  the  fair  Trader , to  protedf  the  /muggier,  and  ultimately  to  , 
drive  the  Manufadiure  out  cf  the  kingdom. 

Let  it  be  judged,  whether  fitch  a meafure  is  likely  to  fecure  a per- 
manent increase  of  Revenue  for  the  public. 

But  let  it  be  a fubjedt  of  more  fericus  rcfledtion , whether  for  the  . 
purpofe  of  fo  precarious  an  experiment , it  is  juft  or  reafonable  to  perjift 
in  the  extenfion  of  the  odious  and  tyrannical ftp ft etn  of  the  Excifte  Laws  \ 
a ftyftem  not  more  painfully  btfuking  to  the  feelings  of  every . man  of 
ftpirit , fenfe , or  integrity,  than  fundamentally  fubverfive  of  every  right, 
privilege,  and  fecurity , which  r-ree  Men  claim  from  a free  Con- 
ftitution. 
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LV  P R E F A C E. 

The  Committee  are  fenftble  of  the  neceffity  of  maintaining  a Revenue 
equal  to  the  Exigencies  of  the  State ; but  they  are  equally  fenfible  that 
no  meafure , which  damps  the  fpirit  of  trade , and  cripples  the  efforts  of 
induftry , can  be  conducive  to  that  object. 

Whoever  will  accurately  examine  the  body  of  Evidence  will  admit , 
that  there  is  no  one  branch  of  manufacture  in  the  kingdom , to  which 
the  furvey  of  the  Excife  might  not  be  eafily , and  perhaps  more  fafely 
applied,  than  to  the  Manufacture  of  Tobacco. 

Jf  the  prefenl  meafure  can  be  perffted  in,  every  obftacle  that  fuftice 
and  Reafcn  can  offer  to  the  ejiablijhment  of  a General  Excife  on 
Manufactures,  is  fur  mount  able. 

The  Committee  are  confcientioujly  perfuaded,  that  this  is  the  laft  ft  and 
that  ever  will  be  made  againft  that  pernicious  and  uncoriftitutional 
fyftem.  , 

Whatever  is  the  event,  they  will  have  the  ccnfcioufnefs  of -having 
difcharged  their  duty  in  a caufe,  which,  they  feel  it  no  prefumption  to 
affert,  is  as  much  the  caufe  of  every  Friend  to  the  Trade,  the 
Revenue,  and  the  Liberties  of  Great  Britain,  as  it  is  of 
thofe , who  now  appeal  to  them  for  a protection. 

ANTONY  KEMP,  Chairman . 
JOHN  POLLARD, 

EDWARD  SPENCER, 
ROBERT  HAINS, 

CHARLES  WRIGHT,  Sen. 
WILLIAM  RANSON, 

JAMES  TADDY, 

THOMAS  WISHART, 
ROBERT  SIMPSON, 
RICHARD  HERRON, 

ISAAC  HUTCHINSON. 


London,  March  31,  1790. 


The  Substance  of  the  Evidence  delivered 
at  the  Bar  of  the  House  c/  Commons  in 
Support  of  the  Petitions  for  a Repeal  of  the 
Tobacco  Excise- Act,  in  March>  1790, 


THOMAS  POSTLETHWAITE,  of  London,  depofed, 

TH  AT  he  had  declined  the  bufinefs  at  the  commence- 
ment of  the  ACt,  from  a perfuafion  that  he  could  not 
meet  the  fmuggler  in  the  market,  and  that  he  fhould  be 
inevitably  liable  to  forfeitures  and  penalties. 

That  the  ACt  difcourages  the  manufacture  and  com- 
merce of  the  article  in  this  country,  without  the  fmalleft 
profpeCt  of  advantage  to  the  Revenue. 

That,  in  his  opinion,  the  ACt  prohibits  the  manufac- 
ture of  the  article  in  Briftol,  Chefter,  Liverpool,  and  in 
fhort  almoft  all  the  places  of  confequence  in  which  it 
had  been  manufactured,  previous  to  the  ACt. 

That  the  licences  operate  as  an  additional  duty,  lefs 
equally  impofed  than  if  per  pound  weight,  and  as  an  in- 
cumbrance on  our  foreign  commerce  of  the  article;  but 
do  not  in  any  degree  attach  upon  the  fmuggler. 

That  the  ACt  annexes  penalties  to  the  non-performance 
of  that,  which  it  is  morally  impofjible  for  the  manufacturer 
to  do ; obliges  him  to  manufacture  his  Tobacco  to  very 
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great  aifadvantage ; and,  in  many  cafes,  that  which  he  is 
not  in  want  of,  before  that  which  he  is  in  want  of. 

That  it  prevents  the  manufacturer  fupplying  his  cuf- 
tomers  for  two  or  three  months , though  all  the  time  in 
poffeflion  of  the  goods  which  are  wanted. 

Ihhat  it  has  put  a fop  to  the  manufacture  of  a confderable 
article , by  prohibiting  the  ufe  of  ingredients,  which  are 
effentially  necelTary. 

That  it  obliges  many  manufacturers  to  alter  their 
modes  of  manufacture,  by  which  they  will  be  in  danger  of 
altering  their  fcents,  and,  in  confequence,  of  loffing  their  trade. 

That  the  fmuggler  has  fupplanted  the  fair  trader  in 
almoft  all  the  articles  which  are  not  myfterious ; and 
hence* he  is  convinced  the  Revenue  depends  more  on  the 
myfieries,  than  refir  i Clive  regulations . 

That  thousands,  ten  thousands,  he  believed  he 
might  add,  hundred  thousands  of  individual  property 
depend  wholly  on  the  myfieries. 

That  all  the  myfieries,  of  which  there  are  many,  are 
expofed  by  theACt,  except  one and  that  is  rendered  much 
more  difcoverable  than  it  was  before. 

That  the  ACt  prefcribes  rules  for  preparing  and  grinding 
fnufF-work,  which  are  in  fome  cafes  impracticable,  in 
others  injurious,  and  in  all  in  confident  with  the  nature 
of  the  trade. 

That,  by  preventing  fnufF-work  of  one  laying  down 
from  being  mixed  with  fnufF-work  of  another  laying 
down,  it  prohibits  the  manufacture  of  fome  forts  oj  Snuff. 

That  it  fubjeCts  mod  of  the  grocers,  oilmen,  and  many 
cther  traders'  in  the  kingdom,  who  fell  Tobacco  and 
Snuff,  to  inevitable  penalties. 
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That  the  officer  cannot  check  frauds  by  weighing  the 
flock  of  a principal  manufacturer. 

That  could  a check  be  formed  on  manufacture,  it  would 
be  rather  injurious  than  beneficial  to  the  country,  by  in- 
ducing the  fmuggler  to  remove  his  manufactory  to  fome 
other  country , and  open  channels  of  communication  with 
the  vender  and  confumer  for  the  article  manufactured.; , as 
the  fame  opportunity  which  enables  him  to  convey  unmanu- 
factured iiobacco  to  his  manufactory , , will  enable  him  to 
convey  manufaCluredfobacco  to  fome  other  place. 

That,  though  weighing  the  flock  will  not  check  the 
unfair,  it  will  fthe;  fair  yader ; it  will  injure,  and  wade 
many  of  his  goods  it  will  very  inconiiftently  retard  his 
trade  and  manufactory.  Now,  when  mod,  of  the  flocks 
are  ijot  a quarter  fo  l<\rgc.  as  they  formerly  have  been,  the 
bufinefs  of  fome  of  the  manufacturers  is  interrupted  a day 
or  two  every  time  of  flock-taking,  and  would  be  much 
longer,  did  the  officer  rigoroufly  attend  to  the  direction 
of  the  Adt.  This  interruption,  were  it  only  to  take  place 
once-  in  every  month,  in  a bufinefs  requiring  hourly 
dilpatch,  might  occafion  the  lofs  of  many  valuable  con- 
nections ; but  a malicious  officer  may  come  once  a week , 
as  he  has  done  to  fome,  . or  Jib  often,  as  to  render  it  impos- 
sible for  the  manufacturer  to  carry  on  his  bufinefs. 

That  the  ACt  makes  no  allowance  for  an  increafe  of 
liquor  after  the  goods  come  from  the  mill  or  manufactory, 
whereas  many  of  them  cannot  be  made  faleable  without  an 
increafe  of  thirty , forty , or  fifty  per  cent. 

That  the  allowance  is  not  fufficient  for  goods  at  mill 
or  manufactory,  as  the  Hon.  Committee  would  fee,  by 
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an  account  of  the  variations  he  had  met  with,  while  in 
bufinefs,  in  the  manufacture  of  Roll  Tobacco,  Rappee 
Snuff,  and  Scotch  Snuff.  By  the  account  it  appeared, 
that  he  had  met  with  an  increafe  of  five  and  one-fourth 
per  cent,  at  one  time,  and  fixty-fve  three-fourths  per 
cent,  at  another  time,  upon  Roll : the  allowed  increafe 
on  Roll  is  fifteen  per  cent.— A loss  of  twenty-feven  three- 
fourths  per  cent,  at  one  time,  and  a gain  of feventeen  three- 
fourths  per  cent,  at  another  time,  upon  Rappee  Snuff : 
the  allowed  increafe  on  Rappee  is  ffteen  per  cent . A lofs 
of  thirty-four  per  cent,  at  one  time,  and  a gain  of  three 
one-half  per  cent,  at  another  time,  upon  Scotch  Snuff: 
the  prefcribed  lofs  on  Scotch  is  ffteen  per  cent. 

That  as  the  A Cl  now  flood,  it  was  poffible  for  a manu- 
facturer to  be  liable  to  an  apparent  increafe  and  confequent 
forfeiture  of  one  hundred  per  cent,  together  with  a penalty 
of  three  times  the  amount  for  a real  increafe  of  not  more 
than  ten  per  cent. 

That  it  was  impoffible  to  fix  any  allowance  for  the 
variations  of  manufacture,  that  would  not  either  afford  un- 
bounded latitude  to  the  fmugglert  or  fubjett  the  fair  trader 
to  inevitable  forfeitures. 

That  the  penalties,  annexed  to  excelfes,  were  various. 
In  one  claufe  the  excefs  was  liable  to  forfeiture  ; in  ano- 

f r 

ther,  to  forfeiture  and  a penalty  of  £20.*  in  another,  to  for- 
feiture and  treble  the  value,  &c. : and  that  the  Manufac- 
turers could  not,  and  he  doubted  very  much  whether  the 
Attorney  and  Solicitor-General,  or  even  the  Judges  them- 
felves,  could  draw  the  line  of  diflinClion  between  thofe 
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claufes — could  prevent  the  officer,  in  many  cafes,  from 
making  election  of  the  penalties. 

That  the  claufe,  directing  the  officer  not  to  weigh 
goods  “ whilll;  adtually  in  the  operation  of  manufacture,” 
is  ambiguous ; and,  however  taken,  is  contradictory  to 
claufes  both  before  and  after  it. 

That  the  claufe,  requiring  the  manufacturer  to  keep 
unmanufactured  tobacco,  tobacco  in  operation,  and  ma- 
nufactured tobacco  feparate  and  apart,  cannot  be  con- 
formed to,  as  many  of  the  manufacturers  have  but  one  or 
two  rooms  to  keep  all  their  goods  in  ; and  thofe,  who  have 
more,  are  frequently  under  the  neceffity  of  keeping  to- 
bacco unmanufaBured,  manufaBuring , and  tnanufaBured 
in  the  fa?ne  room , and  manufaBuring  and  manufaBured  in 
the  fame  prefs ; and  it  is  out  of  the  power  of  any  man, 
EXCEPT  THE  MANUFACTURER,  tO  know  which  of  the 
goods,  fo  mixed  and  blended  in  the  fame  room  or  prefs, 
are  manufacturing  or  manufactured. 

That  the  ACt  prohibits  the  removal  of  certain  articles 
in  quantities  of  two  hundred  pounds  weight  or  under,  of 
which,  not  one  in  ten  of  the  venders  can  difpofe  of  fuch 
quantities,  while  faleable  or  good. 

That  it  prevents  the  removal  of  a greater  quantity  of 
fnuff  from  the  mill  than  the  weight  of  the  fnuff-work  when 
dried ; whereas  fome  of  the  manufacturers  cannot  make 
their  ufual  forts  of  fnuff,  without  adding  twenty,  thirty, 
or  forty  per  cent,  of  liquor,  after  the  fnuff-work  has  been 
dried , fometimes  before  grinding,  fometimes  in  grinding, 
and  fometimes  after  grinding. 
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That  the  claufe,  prohibiting  the  removal  of  tobacco, 
6cc.  into  any  of  the  ports  of  importation  from  any  other 
place  in  the  kingdom,  would,  if  not  fufpended,  render  it 
impofjible  for  the  manufacturers , and  efpecially  in  the  Out- 
Ports,  to  carry  on  their  manufactures , being  occaffonally 
unable  tofupply  tbemfelves  with  articles,  requifite  for  that 
purpofe,  in  their  own  particular  ports  j as  well  as  be  ex- 
tremely injurious  to  many  of  the  manufacturers  who  are 
not  within  the  ports,  they  being  incapable  of  making 
ufe  of,  or  felling  to  any  other  than  manufacturers  in  the 
ports,  about  one  third  of  the  grofs  weight  of  the  tobacco 
which  they  manufacture. 

That  the  drawback  on  exportation  of  forrie  of  the  ar- 
ticles manufactured,  is  not  equal  to  the  duty  that  was 
paid  on  raw  material. 

That  the  required  certificate  of  the  landing  of  tobacco 
exported,  cannot  always  be  obtained. 

That  the  officer  and  fmuggler,  by  entering  into  collu- 
fion,  may  make  two  hundred  per  cent,  profit. 

That  the  ACf,  in  many  other  refpeCts,  fome  of  which 
he  pointed  out,  is  inconfifient,  or  impracticable,  and  in- 
accurate in  almofi  every  claufe  re  [petting  the  manufacture. 

That  the  fyftem  is  totally  inapplicable  to  the 
Manufacture  of  Tobacco,  as  the  weight  of  the 
flock,  which  is  the  ground  work  of  the  fyftem,  can 

NEVER  BE  OBTAINED. 

That  the  delays  and  interruptions  it  occafions  in  manu- 
facture, will  enhance  the  fair  trader’s  goods,  and  in  confe- 
quence  afford  ftill  greater  latitude  to  the  fmuggler. 
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That  though,  on  account  of  the  length  of  time  re- 
quired to  manufacture  fnuff,  the  effects  of  the  expofure 
of  myfteries  can  but  in  very  few  infiances  be  pofiibly  dis- 
coverable ^ yet  he  had  lately  heard  of  a fort  of  fnuff  being 
offered  for  file  in  the  city  of  London  at  13  d.  per  pound, 
very  nearly  refembling  the  fair  manufacturer’s  at  2s.  6d. 
per  pound,  which  he  did  not  recoiled  to  have  ever  heard 
of  being  offered  before  the  pafjing  of  the  Adi.. 

That  the  predilection  of  the  confumer  for  the  fair 
manufadurer’s  fcents  and  flavours  is  the  great  protection 
to  the  Revenue;  and  therefore,  if  that  prediledion  be 
deftroyed  by  an  expofure  of  the  myfteries,  the  manufac- 
ture of  thofe  articles  which  are  mylterious,  and  on  which 
the  Revenue  depends,  will  be  transferred  to  the  fmuggler 
in  fome  other  country,  and  government  for  ever  lofe  its 
hold  on  the  article. 

That  the  Revenue  might  have  been  temporally  improved 
without  Excife  Laws. 

That  Government,  for  a fort  time,  may  colled  more 
Revenue  by  keeping  on  the  high  duties,  than  by  reducing 
them;  but  that  no  law  whatever  will  either  per- 
manently improve  or  fecure  the  prefent  Revenue  fo  long 
as  the  duty  remains  1 5 d.  per  pound . 
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RALPH  EDDOWES,  of  Chester,  depofed. 

That  he  has  been  in  the  trade  as  an  apprentice,  and 
on  his  own  account,  fince  1767,  and  has  manufactured 
from  250  to  280  hogfheads  per  year. 

That  he  has  experienced  difficulties  under  the  AX,  on 
account  of  the  long  previous  notices  required  for  every 
fingle  operation,  which  operation  being  uncertain  both  in 
time  and  quantity,  he  cannot  go  on  with  any  tolerable 
regularity  without  keeping  the  whole  fcheme  of  the  bufi- 
nefs,  in  all  its  various  branches,  connexions,  and  depen- 
dencies, continually  in  his  mind. 

That  he  is  obliged  to  weigh  his  goods  before  he  can 
give  notice  to  put  it  in  operation  ; to  weigh  it  again  in 
the  prefence  of  the  officer;  again  when  coming  out  of 
operation,  to  fatisfy  himfelf  that  it  does  not  exceed  the 
prefcribed  increafe  ordecreafe;  and  again  when  the  officer 
takes  it  into  flock.  That  every  Jix  days  he  is  harraffed 
with  a furvey  of  flock,  which,  exclulive  of  the  quantity 
in  operation,  generally  conlifls  of  from  twenty  to  thirty 
tboufand  pounds  weight,  a great  part  of  which  is  actually 
weighed,  and  in  this  his  fervants  are  obliged  to  quit  their 
work  to  affifl  the  officer  ; that  the  conftant  attendance  and 
attention  which  thefe  circumflances  require,  create  con- 
fiderable  delays  and  difficulties  in  carrying  on  his  bufinefs. 

That  his  Snuff-mills  lie  at  a diflance  from  his  ware- 
houfe,  and  under  the  furvey  of  a different  officer ; fo  that 
belides  the  trouble  of  taking  out  permits  to  remove  goods 
from  one  to  the  other,  he  has  in  faX  two  manufactories 
to  attend.  Before  the  AX  took  place,  the  cutting  engine 
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at  thefe  mills  was  condantly  employed ; bat  the  addi- 
tional difficulties  arifing  out  of  this  Adi,  prevents  that. 

That  he  is  forbidden  by  the  Adi  to  fend  Tobacco  to  his 
mills,  except  in  the  original  package,  which  is  a great 
difadvantage,  becaufe  part  of  one  hogfhead  may  be  appli- 
cable to  one  purpofe,  and  part  to  another. 

That  he  fudains  a very  great  lofs  of  time  by  the  re- 
quifitions,  notifications, declarations,  weighings,  8cc.  being 
one  day  in  getting  goods  to  his  mills,  another  day  before 
he  can  open  the  goods,  and  a third  before  he  can  go  to 
work  upon  them.  Upon  the  whole  he  thought  he  fliould 
not  exceed  the  truth  in  dating  the  lofs  of  his  trade  in 
working  under  the  Adi,  at  nearly  one  fourth. 

That  the  produce  of  manufacture  does  not  correfpond 
with  the  table  of  allowance  in  the  Adi,  and  that  it  is  in 
general  uncertain.  That  his  goods  were  liable  to  feizure 
for  exceeding  the  table  of  allowance,  and  alfo  from  the 
blunders  of  the  officers  in  taking  fiock,  and  that  two 
feizures  had  adtually  been  made  of  his  goods.  He  dated 
many  indances  where  the  officer  has  made  midakes  in 
taking  his  dock  fix  hundred  and  thirty  pounds  in  one 
indance,  one  hundred  pounds  in  another,  fifty-fix  pounds 
in  a third,  two  hundred  pounds  in  a fourth,  and  four  hun- 
dred pounds  in  a fifth  ; and  he  faid  he  did  not  fee  how  in 
the  nature  of  things  midakes  could  be  avoided  where  a 
dock  is  fo  large,  is  weighed  fo  frequently,  is  didributed 
in  various  parts  of  the  premifes,  and  arranged  under  eight 
different  denominations,  comprifing  not  lefs  than  twenty 
‘didindl  articles. 


G 


[ 1°  ] 

That  he  had  an  account  of  fourteen  fucceffive  furveys, 
or  weighings  of  his  ftock,  which  he  begged  leave  to  lay 
before  the  Committee,  to  enable  them  to  form  a judg- 
ment on  the  fubjeft  of  increafe  and  decreafe,  which  ac- 
count was  delivered  and  read,  and  proved  continual  varia- 
tions in  his  Jlock. 

That  his  fales,  fince  the  commencement  of  the  Aft 
from  the  ioth  of  Oftober,  1789,  to  the  10th  of  January, 
1790,’  have  decreafed  from  tlxty-five  thoufand  pounds  in 
the  three  correfponding  months  of  the  year  before,  to 
fifty-four  thoufand  pounds ; that  this  decreafe  might  be 
owing  principally  to  the  advance  of  prices  ; but  that  if 
he  had  not  omitted  fome  journeys,  and  held  off  from 
taking  orders,  for  fear  of  bringing  himfelf  under  engage- 
ments he  might  not  be  able  to  fulfil,  he  fhould  probably 
have  had  demands  for  twenty  thoufand  pounds  more  than 
he  had  fold,  and  by  what  ejfeft  he  could  have' manufactured 
that  additional  quantity  under  this  Aft,  he fer’ioujly  declared 
he  knew  not , though  formerly  he  could  have  done  it  in  the 
fame  j 'pace  with  great  eafe. 

That  he  had  other  reafons  to  apprehend  he  fhould  not 
be  able  to  carry  on  his  trade  to  its  former  extent;  for 
that  by  this  Aft  he  is  prohibited  from  fending  any  thing, 
except  Snuff,  to  ports  of  importation,  which  prevents 
him  from  difpofing  of  the  (talks  and  returns,  which  he 
does  not  want  in  his  own  manufactory,  to  the  beft  ad- 
vantage; and  that  to  prevent  lofs  thereby,  he  did  and  % 
mult  keep  his- trade  within  certain  limits,  fo  as  to  have 
nothing  on  hand  but  what  he  can  ufe  himfelf. 

float 
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That  he  is  confirmed  in  the  opinion  he  formerly  gave  in 
evidence , that  this  Adi  would  not  have  effect  to  defeat 
fmuggling,  for  that  he  has  feen  enough  of  the  operations  of 
the  Adi  to  be  convinced  that  it  is  in  the  power  of  every  ma - 
tiuf adherer  to  deceive  the  officer  in  innumerable  infiances ; 
that  he  had  often  found  himfelf  under  an  abfolute  ne- 
ceffity  of  deceiving  him,  and  had  done  fo  : and  that  the 
claufe  ioi,  which  was  found  neceffary  to  introduce  in 
order  to  enable  the  manufacturer  to  go  on  at  all,  will 
ferve  to  cover  the  manufactory  of  a great  deal  of  illicit 
tobacco  under  the  very  eye  of  the  officer.  The  defi- 
ciency likewife  which  fo  frequently  happens  in  the  pro- 
duce of  tobacco  under  what  the  A 61  allows,  and  the  lofs 
of  weight  after  manufacturing,  might  be  made  the  means 
of  introducing  much  fmuggled  tobacco,  and  even  of 
having  it  taken  into  flock;  the  deficiencies  in  his  manu- 
factory might  have  been  thus  fupplied  to  the  amount  of 
three  thoufand  pounds  weight  fince  the  Act  commenced. 

That  nothing  was  plainer  to  his  mind  than  this,  that 
applying  the  fyflem  of  Excife  to  the  manufacture  of  to- 
bacco in  proportion  as  you  remove  difficulties  out  of  the 
way  of  the  fair  trader,  you  encourage  the  fmuggler,  and 
vice  verfa,  and  that  therefore  that  fyfiem  can  never  be 
applied  with  any  good  effedl . 

That  he  has  great  reafon  to  believe  the  fraudulent  ma- 
nufacturer in  this  country  is  recovering  from  the  alarm 
which  the  fir  ft  operation  of  this  Act  had  ocoafioned, 
having  been  informed  by  cuftomers  that  they  have  had 
tobacco  offered  to  them  as  cheap  as  before  the  Act  took 
place,  that  large  quantities  in  a manufactured  state 
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have  been  introduced  from  abroad,  and  that  the  fnuff- 
trade  (upon  the  excludve  pofleffion  of  which  it  has  been 
fuggeded  the  principal  advantage  to  the  revenue  and  fair 
trader  depends)  is  now  in  great  danger  of  being  loft. 

That  no  modification  or  alteration  of  this  Adt,  whilfl 
it  retains  the  principle  of  the  Excife  fyftem,  can  render 
it  applicable  to  the  Tobacco  Manufacture,  or  obtain  the 
object  of  protecting  the  fair  trader,  defeating  the  fmug- 
gler,  and  increafing  the  revenue. 

That,  with  fafety  to  himfelf,  he  could  not  have  avoided 
the  difficulties  of  which  he  complains,  and  if  there  be 
any  confiderable  manufacturers  who  have  not  met  thefe 
difficulties,  he  had  no  fcruple  in  faying , that  they  cannot 
have  complied  with  the  preferiptions  of  the  Aid.  That 
though  he  had  deceived  the  officer,  he  had  not  done  fo 
with  a view  to  profit  unjudly  by  it,  having  never  to 

HIS  KNOWLEDGE  HAD  AN  OUNCE  OF  SMUGGLED  TO- 
BACCO in  his  warehouse.  If  then  he  has  been  under 
the  neceffity  of  evading  the  Act,  it  is  becaufehe  has  found, 
it  impoffible  to  carry  on  his  trade  under  the  redactions 
it  impofes.  He  rnufl  either  have  left  the  manufactures  un- 
fniffied,  or  made  the  officer  acquainted  with  the fecrets  oj 
his  trade,  which  he  wifhed  to  keep  from  his  knowledge. 
That,  in  fine,  all  he  had  done,  he  found  himfelf  obliged 
to  do  in  confequence  of  the  Act  ,*  and  if  he  has  done 
what  was  either  improper  or  unnecedary,  the  Act  is  a 
bad  one,  and  ought  to  be  repealed. 

That  particularly  as  to  himfelf  he  is  in  a perpetual  date 
of  uncertainty  and  anxiety,  for  befides  the  care  neceffary 
to  provide  before-hand  for  every  exigency  of  the  bufinefs, 
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lie  Has  to  provide  for  confequences  unafcertaina’ble  in  the 
procefs  of  manufacture,  and  to  guard  againft  that  which 
cannot  be  prevented,  the  increafe  of  flock  upon  furvey.. 
With  thefe  cares  he  has  fome times  been  ready  to  fink  under 
the  burthen,  while  thofe  private  concerns  and  duties, 
which,  independent  of  his  buhnefs,  call  for  every  man’s 
attention,  he  has  been  obliged  almoft  wholly  to  negleCh 
When  he  was  laft  at  this  bar,  he  applied  to  the  humanity 
of  the  Committee  againft  the  Bill  palling  into  a Law ; and 
now  he  fays,  I can  moil  feelingly  make  a limilar  appeal: 
againft  its  continuance.. 


ISAAC  HUTCHINSON,  of  London,  depofed. 

That  he  had  formerly  manufactured  four  hundred  and: 
fifty  thoufand  pounds  weight  annually. 

That  he  could  not  now  carry  on  the  manufacture  with- 
out incurring  penalties,  comiderably  more  in  amount  than, 
any  profits  he  was  likely  to  get  by  the  buhnefs. 

That,  from  the  nth  of  October,  1789,  to  the  12th 
of  January,  1790,  the  forfeitures  and  penalties  he  had  be- 
come liable  to,  of  which  he  took  notice,  amounted  to 
f.i 344  or.  id.  and  many  he  believed  had  efcaped  his  notice. 

That  £.604  or.  id.  of  the  amount  was  occafioned  by 
THE  MOISTURE  OF  THE  AIR  j and  his  goods  UNAVOID- 
ABLY producing  more  in  manufacture  than  is  allowed  by  the 
Act,. 
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That  the  remaining  f.yyo  was  in  confequence  of  his 
deviating  from  the  A 61,  io  make  his  goods  faieable. 

That  the  A£t  frequently  prevented  him  manufacturing 
his  goods  to  mod;  advantage,  by  not  allowing  him  to  make 
any  addition  to,  or  alteration  in  a parcel,  after  it  had  been 
.weighed  to  go  into  manufacture.  Until  the  Tobacco  has 
advanced  fome  flages  in  manufacture,  no  man  can  fay  with 
certainty  whether  it  will  manufacture  properly ; it  may  be 
too  dry,  or  too  moift ; too  light,  or  too  dark  : finding  it 
fo,  previous  to  the  Act,  he  could  correct  it,  but  now  he 
cannot ; it  muft  be  manufactured  by  itfelf,  although  a con- 
fiderable  part  of  it  may  be  rendered  of  lefs  value  by  eight 
pence  per  pound  than  when  unmanufactured ; and  all  of  it 
irregular  and  unpleafant  to  his  cuflomers. 

That,  except  two  fmall  articles,  the  manufacture  of  his 
goods  coft  him  fifty  per  cent,  more  than  it  did  before 
the  Adt ; which  he  proved  by  flatements,  and  attributed  to 
the  interruptions  occafioned  by  the  Act. 

That  he  had  found  a decreafe  in  his  fales  fince  the  com- 
mencement of  the  Act.  From  October  n,  1786,  to 
January  12,  1787,  he  fold  fifty-two  thoufand  four  hundred 

and  thirty-four  pounds  weight. In  1787-8,  forty-five 

thoufand  feven  hundred  and  five. In  1788-9,  forty-fix 

thoufand  one  hundred  and  forty-three. — In  1789-90,  only 
thirty-three  thoufand  five  hundred  and  forty-five;  which 
was  lefs  by  fourteen  thoufand  five  hundred  and  forty -nine  than 
the  average  of  the  three  preceding  years. 

That,  after  the  Officer  has  flopped  the  progrefs  of  his 
bufinefs  for  two  days,  by  weighing  and  regulating  the 
flock,  there  might  be  ten  thousand  pounds  weight 
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OF  SMUGGLED  TOBACCO  ON  HI'S  PREMISES,  WHICH 
THE  OFFICER  COULD  NOT  DISCOVER. 

That  the  A 61  had  really  prevented  him  fupplying  his 
cujlomers  with  fame  articles  from  the  i qtb  to  the  26th  of 
October  laf ; and,  but  for  the  fufpenfion  of  a Claufe  by  the 
Commiffioners  of  Excife,  he  mud  have  been  in  a fimiiar 
filiation  one -half  of  the  time  that  the  Act  has  been  in  force. 

That  the  Aft  is  not  lefs  inconfiftent  and  injurious  re- 
fpedting  the  manufadture  of  Snuff  than  Tobacco,  as  he  had 
experienced  and  pointed  out. 

That  it  had  prohibited  certain  articles,  by  preventing  the 
removal  of  them  in  quantities  of  two  hundred  pounds 
weight  or  under : and  that,  in  confequence  of  this  prohi- 
bition, one  manufactory  had  been  wholly  unemployed  fnce  the 
2d  of  December  laf , for  which  six  hundred  and 
sixty  pounds  premium  had  been  given — sixty  pounds 
per'  annum  is  paid  for  rent  and  taxes — and  which  contains 
utenjils  that  .have  cof  two  thousand  pounds. 

"That,  on  account  of  the  different  modes  of,  and  vara- 
tions  in  manufacture,  no  table  of  allowances  could  be  made  to 
apply. 

That  it  was  impojfme  to  keep  a regular  and  true  account 
of  the  flock  of  a manufadture.. 


Mr, 
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Mr.  WILLIAM  LUDLOW,  of  Devises,  depofed, 

That  by  the  Ad  he  is  obliged  to  declare,  upon  laying- 
down  Snuff- work,  each  fpecihc  article  he  intends  to  manu- 
facture, which  cannot  be  done.  That  fince  the  commence- 
ment of  the  Ad:,  he  has  found  increafes  occafioned  by  the 
atmofphere  ; and  it  is  impojjible  to  prevent  it.  That  he 
muft  either  fecrete  the  goods  fo  increafed,  or  be  liable  to 
a penalty  of  £. 20  for  an  offence  over  which  he  had  no 
controul.  That  in  Claufe  98,  there  is  a table,  afcertaining 
particular  weights ; but  no  table  can  apply  to  a commodity 
•of  fuch  various  growth,  and  perpetually  liable  to  be  effeded 
by  the  ffate  of  the  atmofphere.  That  two  manufacturers 
may  live  in  adjoining  houfes,  and  from  an  equal  quantity  of 
fnuff-work  put  in  operation  at  the  fame  time , there  may  be 
a difference  of  thirty  or  forty  per  cent,  in  the  produce  of 
fuch  goods  when  manufadured  ! That  there  is  a principal 
operation  in  the  fnuff  trade  not  provided  for  by  the  Ad — 
the  drying  of  fnuff-work  after  fermentation  : That  to  this 
operation,  no  rules  whatever  can  apply  the  quality  of  the 
goods,  and  the  ufes  for  which  they  are  defigned  muff  ever 
prevent  it ; and  yet  the  differences  ariiing  herefrom  may 
be  from  five  to  ffty  per  cent  ! That  he  found  the  weigh- 
ing of  his  ftock  a great  grievance,  as  it  obliges  him  to  keep 
additional  fervants,  and  empowers  the  officer  at 

ANY  TIME  to  PUT  A STOP  TO  HIS  MANUFACTORY. 
That  if  the  fyftem  of  excife  is  continued,  it  will  in  the 
end  be  very  prejudicial  to  the  revenue * and  will  injure  the 

fortunes* 
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fortunes,  if  not  ruin  the  manufacturers.  That,  on  the 
whole,  it  can  only  be  an  ACt  of  experiment,  and  is  big 
with  the  moft  mifchievous  confequences. 


Mr.  JAMES  TADDY,  Fenchurch-Street, 

depofed. 

That  he  has  been  in  the  Tobacco  and  Snuff-trade  up- 
wards  of  eighteen  years  ; finds  the  ACt  oppreffive  in  its 
operation,  and  greatly  impedes  his  buiinefs ; has  already 
loji  part  of  his  trade  by  the  refriblions ; and  is  of  opinion, 
that  the  fmuggler  is  benefited  in  proportion  as  the  revenue 
and  himfelf  are  injured.  That  his  firft  objection  to 
Claufe  87,  is  the  imminent  danger  of  its  leading  to  a dif- 
covery  of  the  fecrets  of  his  trade,  both  to  the  excife  officer 
and  to  the  miller.  That  the  fame  claufe  direCts  him  to 
declare  for  what  purpofe  his  Snuff-work  is  intended  ; which 
is  exceffively  injurious.  This  claufe  alfo  prohibits  the 
mixing  one  parcel  or  laying  down  with  another,  which  is 
an  aCtual  prohibition  of  the  manufacture  of  fome  forts  of 
fnuff  made  by  him.  That  the  framer  of  the  Bill  was 
neither  a tobacconift  nor  a friend  to  the' revenue.  That 
the  great  fecurity  to  the  revenue  is  the  myferies  of  the  mama - 
fadiure  but  this  pillar  is  fhaken  by  the  prefent  ACt.  That 
the  modes  of  manufacture  are  expofed,  which  have  coff 
many  years  labour,  and for  which  large  Jams  of  money  have 
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been  given.  That  no  table  of  allowance  could  be  affixed  to 
proteld  the  fair  trader , and  fecure  the  revenue.  That  he 
has  incurred  penalties  under  the  Adi,  though  he  was  ready 
upon  oath  to  fubftantiate  that  he  had  not  committed  or 
attempted  any  fraud  whatever.  That  he  conceived  no 
alteration  or  modification  of  the  Adt,  preferving  the  prin- 
ciple of  applying  the  excife  to  the  manufacture , can  anfwer 
the  purpofe  of  protecting  the  fair  trader,  or  fecuring  a 
permanent  revenue.  On  the  contrary,  the  continuance  of 
the  excife  will  have  a tendency  to  drive  the  manufacture 
out  of  the  country  : and  he  is  credibly  informed,  from  fuch 
authority  as  he  cannot  doubt,  that  a certain  houfe  at 
Dunkirk  has  thirteen  thoufand  pounds  weight  of  fluff  ready 
for  the  Brit  if  market. 


Mr.  WILLIAM  RANSON,  of  the  Old  Jewry, 

That  in  various  inftances  he  has  fufiiained  great  lofs, 
befides  confiderable  inconvenience  from  the  operation  of 
the  Adt.  That  it  is  impofiible  for  any  manufacturer  to 
conform  to  the  regulations  it  prefcribes ; but  while  he  is 
purfuing  the  necefiary  and  fair  courfe  of  his  bufinefs, 
without  the  fhadow  of  injury  to  the  revenue,  he  muff  incur 
very  heavy  pines  and  penalties.  That  nothing  but  a con- 
fidence in  the  wifdom  and  juftice  of  the  legiflature  to  re- 
peal 
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peal  the  ACt,  could  have  induced  him  to  cany  on  his 
bufinefs,  although  he  was  brought  up  in  it,  and  looked  to 
it  as  the  means  of  fupport  for  himfelf  and  family.  That 
by  the  mode  of  taking  flock,  bufinefs  is  fufpended,  and  con - 
l iderable  wafe  of  property  incurred , without  any  good  confe- 
quence.  That  the  ACt  obliges  the  manufacturer,  on  open- 
ing Tobacco,  or  laying  down  Snuff,  to  declare  the  fpecific 
purpofes  for  which  it  is  intended ; from  which  he  had 
fuftained  lofs  in  various  inflances.  That  any  perfon  not 
totally  ignorant  of  the  manufacture,  muft  have  known, 
that  it  was  fcarcely  probable  the  manufacturer  himfelf  could 
form  his  opinion  till  the  fermentation  of  the  fnuff-work 
was  over,  which  takes  from  three  to  fx  months. 

That  if  the  Commiffioners  of  Excife  had  not  fufpended 
fome  of  the  claufes  of  the  ACt,  he  could  not  have  purfued 
his  bufinefs. 

He  enumerated  a great  variety  of  inflances,  in  which 
the  unavoidable  increafes  upon  his  flock  had  fubjeCted  him 
to  forfeitures  and  penalties ; and  did  not  know  one  inflance 
in  which  the  officer’s  books  and  his  had  agreed.  That  he 
could  have  had  a confiderable  quantity  oj  fmuggled  property 
in  his  'warehoufe , without  the  officer  having  the  leaf  know- 
ledge of  it. 

That  he  conceived  it  impofible  to  fix  any  certain  rule  for 
the  manufacture,  becaufe  every  manufacturer  of  Tobacco 
and  Snuff  purfues  a different  mode,  and  is  likewife  obliged 
to  attend  to  the  particular  flate  of  the  raw  material : be- 
tides, each  perfon  has  a fecret  mode  of  liquoring  his  goods, 
which  is  not  performed  till  the  time  they  are  immediately 
wanted 
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That  the  confumption  of  ftalk  flower  is  annihilated  b j 
the  Aft,  and  the  fale  of  Spanijh  is  at  an  end  which  leaves 
a heavy  and  dead  flock  on  the  hands  of  the  manufacturer. 
That  the  officer  of  excife  is  put  in  almojl  compleat  poffefjion 
of  every  thing  neceffary  for  making  thofe  fluffs  that  are  moji 
generally  in  repute.  That  he  did  not  pretend  to  eftimate 
the  fecrets  of  his  trade  fo  high  as  fome  others  might  juftly 
do,  but  he  confidered  them  as  his  eflate,  and.  equally 
facred. 

That  the  houfe  of  Meflrs.  Sales  and  Pollard  poffefled  a 
fecret  mode  of  manufacturing  fnuff  that  they  might  have 
received  from  £.1 5,000  to  £ 20,000  to  difcover.  That  he 
had  heard  one  of  the  partners  declare,  he  had  reafon  to 
fear  they  had  already  received  much  injury  by  the  opera- 
tion of  the  ACt. 

Upon  the  whole,  he  was  decidedly  of  opinion  the  ACt 
could  not  be  modified  fo  as  to  carry  on  his  buflnefs  with 
advantage  to  himfelf,  or  benefit,  to  the  revenue  ; nor  can 
the  excife  ever  attach  with  effect  upon  the  Manufacturer  of 
Tobacco  and  Snuff.  “ If  flock  is  taken  in  operation,  it 
«*  muft  ruin  the  manufacturer’s  goods,  and  totally  put  an 
« end  to  his  buflnefs ; if  it  is  not  taken  in.  operation,  the 
“ furvey  of  excife  can  be  of  little  ufe,  as  the  fraudulent 
« dealer  may  cover  any  quantity  without  the  officer’s  being 
“ able  to  dete<fl  him.” 


THOMAS 


THOMAS  YATES,  of  London,  depofed. 


That  he  had  been  in  the  bufmefs  ten  years,  and  manu- 
factured near  two  hundred  hogfheads  fome  years  and  more 
others. 

That  he  had  a great  number  of  objections  to  the  ACt 
palled  in  the  laft  Seffion  ; but  as  moft  of  them  refpeCting 
the  Tobacco- Manufacture  have  been  fully  Hated  by  other 
witnelfes,  he  ffiould  only  notice  thofe  refpeCting  the  Ma- 
nufacture of  Snuff. 

That  he  objects  to  the  ACt  in  this  refpeCt : becaufe  it : 
expofes  the  myjieries  of  the  trade , and  affords  the  officer 
opportunity  of  obtaining  a knowledge  of  the  manufacture 
in  every  ftage — -by  notice  to  him  of  the  materials,  intended 
to  be  laid  down  \ weighing  in  his  prefence  each  feparate 
article  which  compofes  the  Snuff  work ; affixing  tickets  - 
to  the  packages  which  contain  the  Snuff  work  after  it  is 
cut  and  compounded,  fpecifying  the  weight  of  the  whole 
and  when  laid  down. 

That  he  has  been  defired  by  the  furveying  officer  to 
give  the  weight  of  his  fnuff-work,  after  being  in  a Hate  of 

fermentation,  when  he  has  given  notice  for  drying  it 

that  he  has  been  frequently  threatened  with  profecution 
for  not  complying  with  the  requeft  of  the  furveying  offi- 
cer, to  which  he  has  always  anfwered,  that  he  would 
rather  pay  the  penalties  than  expofe  fo  material  a part  of  his 
bufmefs. 

That  c 
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That  he  is  not  free  from  apprehenhon  at  this  moment, 
that  the  officer  is  already  acquainted  with  the  various 
articles  that  compofe  his  fnuff-work,  and  the  time  and  man- 
ner of  its  laying  in  preparation.  The  officer  is  alfo  ac- 
quainted with  his  connections,  and  what  kind  of  articles 
to  fupply  each  with;  fo  that  this  ACt  has  put  in  the 
power  of  one  man , the  excife  officer,  the  fecret  of  making 
the  goods , and  the  knowledge  where  to  difpofe  of  them  when 
??iade. 

That  the  myfteries  of  the  Snuff  Trade  are  of  con- 
liderable  value,  and  his  father,  when  he  handed  them 
down  to  him,  obferved,  that  in  giving  them  he  was  giving 
the  worth  of  feveral  thoufand  pounds ; that  he  has  found 
his  father’s  obfervation  true,  and  was  it  not  that  thofe 
fecrets  are  in  danger  under  the  prefent  ACt,  he  would 
not  relinquiffi  his  concern  in  the  trade  for  feveral  thou- 
fand pounds  ; that  it  depends  upon  the  Houfe  of  Com- 
mons how  long  thofe  fecrets,  which  have  been  in  the 
family  upwards  of  feventy  years,  may  prove  of  value  ; and 
he  begged  leave  to  affure  the  Houfe,  that  nothing  but  a 
thorough  conviction  of  the  danger  he  is  in  of  lofing  his 
•;  trade  and  thofe  fecrets  fo  valuable,  could  have  induced 
him  to  appear  at  that  bar. 

That  though  he  confiders  it  difficult  to  fay  direCtly 
;that  he  could  carry  on  his  trade  with  greater  advantage 
abroad,  yet  ffiould  the  prefent  ACt  continue  but  a ffiort 
time,  he  is  certain  his  trade  here  will  be  fo  cut  to  pieces, 
that  he  Ihould  not  be  doing  juftice  to  his  family  if  he  did 
not  avail  himfelf  of  fettling  to  advantage  in  fome  other 
part  of  the  world. 


That 
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That  no  man  can  carry  on  his  manufacture  if  the 
officer  is  permitted  to  take  his  flock  in  every  ftage  of 
the  manufacture ; and  not  being  permitted  to  do  fo,  the 
illicit  trader  will  have  opportunity  of  bringing  into  his 
flock  a conflderable  quantity  of  fmuggled  goods. 

That  the  Excife  Syfiem  never  can  attach  on  the  manufac- 
ture of  tobacco  and  fnuff ; and  were  it  poffible  to  make  it 
attach,  it  could  not  prevent  frauds,  while  the  duty  is  near 
five  times  the  value  of  the  raw  material. 

That  nothing  but  a very  conflderable  reduction  of  the 
duty  will  anfwer  the  purpofes  of  government  and  the  fair 
trader. 


THOMAS  WISHART,  of  Westminster,  depofed. 

That  in  his  manufacture  he  experiences  many  inconve- 
niencies  that  he  is  obliged  to  employ  two  rooms  more 
than  he  did  before  the  commencement  of  this  ACt,  to  do 
the  fame  quantity  of  buflnefs ; and  he  is  alfo  (from  the  fre- 
quent taking  of  flock  by  furvey)  reduced  to  the  neceffity 
of  keeping  an  additional  fervant. 

That  the  increafe  of  £.15  per  cent,  upon  Roll  To- 
bacco, allowed  by  the  ACt,  is  not  fufficient ; for  that  in  . 
fome  cafes  he  has  found  it  increafe  thirty  per  cent . and  he 
has  been  obliged  to  alter  his  mode  of  manufacture,  to 
avoid  exceeding  the  table,  and  to  add  the  increafe  neceflary 
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to  render  the  goods  faleable  and  fuitable  to  his  cuftomers 
after  the  goods  are  finifhed,  inftead  of  doing  it  in  the 
procefs  of  manufacture  when  it  ought  to  be  done. 

That  he  is  obliged  to  make  alterations  in  laying  down 
and  mining  fnuff- work  different  from  what  he  did  before 
the  paffing  of  this  ACt ; that  his  method  of  manufacturing 
fnuff,  he  believes,  to  be  different  from  that  of  molt  others, 
and  he  has,  therefore,  not  been  able  to  make  any  ufe  of 
his  fnuff  returns  fince  the  commencement  of  the  ACt,  and 
in  confequence  is  liable  to  confiderable  lofs  from  thefe 
returns  growing  mufty,  by  not  being  ufed  in  proper  time  ; 
and  Pigtail  returns  will  be  injured  in  like  manner.  . 

That  by  complying  with  the  rules  of  this  ACt  he  ex - 
pofes  every  fecret  of  his  trade — he  is  obliged  to  give  that 
information  that  never  but  one  fervant  in  the  houfe,  for 
upwards  of  fixty  years,  that  his  father  and  himfelf  have 
carried  on  the  trade,  was  put  in  pcffeflion  of;  this  one 
fervant  can  make  the  fame  fort  of  fnuff  which  no  other 
fervant,  though  fome  have  lived  twenty  years  in  the  family, 
ever  could  do. 

That  this  is  not  the  only  evil  attending  his  bufinefs ; 
every  manufacturer's  fecret  is  particular,  and  known  only 
to  himfelf ; lie  would  not  hefitate  in  faying  the  great  part 
of  his  own  fecret  confift-s  in  keep'mg  the  knowledge  of  his 
mixture  from  any  p erf  on',  that  he  cannot  now  draw  a permit 
for- even  two  pounds  of  fnuff  without  putting  down  in 
the  requefl  note  the  exaCt  proportion  there  is  of  each  fort 
in  it;- .that  though  previous  to  the.excife  furvey  upon  the 
tirade,  he  had  mixed  all  the  lnuffs  he  had  on  hand,  fo  that 
i,t  would  be  impofhble  for  any  perfon  to  make  any  advan- 
ce tage 
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tage.of  the  information  lie  had  Rated,  yet  when  that 
quantity  is  worked  off,  and  he  is  obliged  to  comply  with 
this  Aft  in  mixing,  he  has  much  fear  that  the  fecret  will 
no  longer  remain  with  him — as  long  however  as  poffible 
he  will  endeavour  to  preferve  that  knowledge  to  himfelf. 

That  every  body  has  a particular  method  of  liquoring 
and  the  allowance  by  this  Aft  is  fifteen  per  cent,  on 
Rappee,  twenty  per  cent,  on  brown  Scotch ; but  this 
credit  is  not  allowed  by  the  Board  of  Excife,  unlefs  the 
goods  are  liquored  in  prefence  of  the  officer  which  being 
the  laft  fecret  poffible  to  preferve,  he  has  always  given  up 
the  advantage  of  thofe  credits  fooner  than  have  them  on 
fueh  conditions. 

That  the  fecrets  are  of  confiderable  value  to  the  trader, 
as  well  as  of  the  greateft  confequence  to  the  community 
at  large  ; that  he  would  not  have  taken  £.2,000  for  his  own 
bufnefs  previous  to  the  pajjing  of  this  A cl. 

That  with  refpeft  to  the  public  revenues,  the  fecrets 
are  of  more  material  advantage,  being  the  means  of  pre- 
ferving  fo  large  a portion  of  revenue  on  the  article  of 
tobacco ; this  Aft  now  gives  the  manufafturer  abroad 
every  advantage  over  the  manufafturer  here. 

That  every  trader’s  conneftions  are  eafily  traced ; and 
the  manufafturer  abroad  may  find  out  what  houfe  in  town 
ferves  any  particular  country  j may  manufafture  as  near  as 
poffible  to  that  article  which  the  houfe  in  town  is  accuf- 
tomed  to  do  for  that  country,  which  this  Aft  will,  in 
general,  enable  him  to  do ; and  considering  that  fnuff 
manufaftured  abroad  can  be  landed  and  fold  at  little  more- 
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than  a {hilling  a pound,  and  that  the  manufacturer  in  town 
cannot  fell  it  for  lefs  than  two  {hillings  and  two-pence  to 
three  {hillings,  it  is  eafy  to  perceive  the  advantage  which 
the  fmuggler  and  manufacturer  abroad  have  over  the  ma- 
nufacturers at  home. 

That  tt  is  mpofjible  the  excife  can  attach  on  the  manufac- 
ture oj  tobacco , an  article  fo  various  and  complex  in  its 
operation,  and  fo  intimately  depending  on  the  date  of  the 
atmofphere  ; or  that  any  modes  or  rules  for  the  allowance 
of  increafes  and  decreafes  will  be  fufficient  to  protect  the 
fair  trader  againft  the  fmuggler. 

That  the  table  of  allowance  in  the  ACt  gives  opportu- 
nity to  an  illicit  trader  to  introduce  fmuggled  tobacco  into 
his  premifes,  to  a confiderable  amount,  without  the  rifque 
of  being  detected,  for  that  he  has  found  deficiencies  in  his 
own  dock,  from  one  furvey  to  another,  of  five  hundred 
pounds,  which,  if  he  had  been  inclined,  he  might  have 
made  good  by  goods  that  he  had  not  paid  duty  for. 


GEORGE  FRANCKLYN,  of  Bristol,  depofed. 

That  he  has  carried  on  the  trade  about  ten  years,  to 
the  amount  of  about  one  hundred  and  forty  hoglheads 
annually. 


That 
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That  he  objects  to  the  ACl  becaufe  it  provides  that 
tobacco  which  is  found  unfit  for  one  purpofe,  and  fit  only 
for  being  laid  down  in  fnuff-work,  fhall  be  fo  laid  down 
immediately,  which  is  not  practicable. 

That  it  is  fome  weeks  before  the  manufacture  of  a par- 
cel is  finifhed,  during  which  time  he  cannot  ufe  any  part 
thereof  to  fupply  his  cuflomers,  and  may  not  have  any 
other  goods  of  the  fort.  That  in  weighing  large  quan- 
tities of  Shag  Tobacco  in  fmall  packages,  for  the  conve- 
nience of  country  fhopkeepers,  a great  deal  of  returns 
arifes,  for  which  the  ACt  has  made  no  provifion ; that  lie 
has  been  under  the  necefiity  of  adding  to  fome  articles,  in 
procefs  of  manufacture,  to  prevent  an  increafe  being  found 
in  the  flock  of  returns,  and  thereby  been  obliged  to  rifque 
one  penalty  to  avoid  another. 

That  this  ACl  expofes  a very  material  myflery  in  the 
fnuff  trade  by  giving  the  officer  a knowledge  of  both  the 
quality  and  quantity  of  the  materials  compofing  the  fnuff- 
work  ; fo  that  the  officer  who  furveys  his  houfe , may  eafly 
become  acquainted  with  the  peculiar  myferies  of  his  trade . 

That  fnuff-work  of  one  laying  down  may  not  be  mixed 
with  fnuff-work  of  another  laying  down,  which  is  abfo- 
lutely  neceffary  to  be  done  for  the  prefervation  of  certain 
flavors. 

That  this  ACl  does  not  provide  for  the  drying  of 
fnuff-work  at  the  houfes  of  perfons  who  have  no  floves 
at  their  mills : the  greater  part  of  the  manufacturers  of 
Briflol  dry  their  fnuff-work  at  home. 

That 
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That  tobacco,  which  had  been  weighed  up  for  fnuff- 
work,  and  found  by  the  manufadlurer  unfit  for  any  fpe- 
cies  of  fnuffhehas  a fine  for,  may  not  be  returned  to  his 
unmanufactured  flock,  or  to  the  manufacture  of  any 
fpecies  of  tobacco.  That  he  has  beer  frequently  obliged 
to  exchange  large  quantities  of  tobacco  which  had  been 
weighed  up  for  fnuff-work,  or  ruin  his  trade  by  manufac- 
turing an  ordinary  article. 

That  the  taking  of  flock  every  twenty-eight  days  is 
attended  with  great  injury  to  the  goods,  a very  confi- 
derable  expence,  as  well  as  hindrance  of  bufinefs,  himfelf 
and  three  or  four  fervants  having  been  employed  from 
one  and  a half  to  two  days  in  this  furvey  with  the  officer. 
That  he  is  perfuaded  by  this  furvey  no  check  is  made 
upon  the  fraudulent  trader,  as  he  may  have  many  thou - 
fund  pounds  weight  of  tobacco  in  his  pofj'efjion  for  which  he 
has  not  paid  duty,  and  which  he  may  obtain  per- 
mits for. 

That  the  variations  in  manufacture  are  great  and  un- 
certain, depending  much  on  the  native  quality  of  the  raw 
materials,  and  the  fkill  of  the  workmen  ; that  he  has 
had  fome  inflances  in  fhag  2nd  roll  tobacco,  where  they 
have  exceeded  the  table,  and  has  been  obliged,  in  order 
to  avoid  the  penalties  and  forfeitures,  to  remove  the  ex- 
cefs  without  the  knowledge  of  the  officer. 

That  he  has  a cafe  which  he  intends  laying  before  the 
Commiffioners  of  Excife,  where  a parcel  of  roll  tobacco 
has  exceeded  the  table  forty-two  pounds  in  thirteen  hun- 
dred pounds  of  leaf  tobacco. 


That 
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That  in  the  manufacture  many  inftances  have  occurred 
wherein  he  might  have  got  from  five  to  fifteen  per  cent, 
by  the  introduction  of  fmuggled  goods  to  bring  thefe 
articles  to  the  weight  allowed,  fo  that  it  is  impofjible  any 
given  rule  can  apply  to  protect  the  fair  trader , and  fecure 
the  Revenue. 

That  the  ACt  prohibits  any  operation,  except  grinding 
being  performed  upon  fnuff-work  at  the  mill  ; whereas 
it  is.  neceffary  to  the  completion  of  the  manufacture  of 
fome  fnuff  to  increafe  it  twenty -five  to  thirty  per  cent., 
from  the  weight  of  the  dry  work  when  fent  to  the  mill, 
and  that  it  is  impoffible  to  get  up  the  goods  in  a faleable 
condition  in  any  other  way. 

That  the  Law  is  fo  exceeding  dark  as  to  the  rights  the 
manufacturer  may  have  of  making  any  addition  either  at 
home  or  at  the  mills,  that  fome  of  the  officers  fay  if  the 
increafe  is  made  at  home,  they  will  feize  all  the  additions 
which  are  made  ; others  fay  it  fhall  not  be  done  at  the  mill, 
and  in  confirmation  of  this  a manufacturer  at  Briftol  has 
had  upwards  of  two  hundred  pounds  of  fnuff  taken  from 
him  by  the  officer  who  furveys  his  mill,  though  the  fnuff, 
with  all  the  increafe  made  upon  it,  did  not  reach  the  table 
of  allowance  by  near  ten  per  cent,  and  thefe  goods  have 
not  been  reftored. 

That  he  is  fully  perfuaded  the  fyftem.  of  Excife  applied 
to  the  manufacture  of  tobacco  will  not  increafe. the  Reve- 
nue; that  the  mifchief  does  not  lay  in  the  manufactory,, 
but  in  the  tranfit  and  confumption  ; that  to  the.  weftward 
of  Briftol,  tobacco  is  now  offered  in  large  quantities  at 

the 
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the  low  price  of  i s.  per  pound,  brought  from  the  Con- 
tinent, and  from  Guernfey  and  Jerfey,  whereby  the  trade 
of  Briflol  is  very  much  upon  the  decline. 


RICHARD  NEALE,  of  Bristol,  depo fed. 

That  he  has  been  in  the  trade  upwards  of  ten  years ; 
that  he  manufactures  fhort  cut  tobacco,  (hag  tobacco,  roll 
tobacco,  and  Scotch  fnuff,  to  the  amount  of  from  fifty  to 
feventy  hogfheads  per  year. 

That  in  the  manufacture  of  roll  tobacco  this  ACt  is 
inapplicable  in  the  allowance  of  fifteen  per  cent,  becaufe 
fome  tobacco  will  not  take  ten  per  cent,  and  fome  will 
take  twenty  per  cent,  increafe,  depending  upon  the  qua- 
lity and  condition  of  the  raw  material,  which  is  various 
and  uncertain  as  to  the  effect  of  operation. 

That  he  has  found  an  increafe  of  nineteen  per  cent, 
upon  this  branch  of  manufacture,  by  which  he  had  in- 
curred a penalty  of  jT. 20 , and  forfeiture  of  the  furplus 
goods ; but  upon  Rating  his  cafe  to  the  Commifiioners  of 
Excife,  this  excefs  was  ordered  to  be  admitted  into  his 
ftock,  at  the  fame  he  was  told  that  fuch  indulgence  could 
not  be  again  granted;  that  therefore  the  manufacturer  is 
prevented  from  making  the  mofl  of  his  property,  as  well 
as  rendering  his  goods  fuitableto  his  cuftomcrs. 


That 


[ 31  ] 

That  the  Act  allows  tobacco  to  be  flained  with  a liquid 
dye  in  the  manufactory,  but  that  the  manufacturer  will 
incur  a penalty  of  £.  $0,  if  the  ingredients  of  which  this 
liquid  is  made  fhould  be  found  in  his  enter'd  premfes. 

That  in  the  manufacturing  1680  pounds  weight  of 
fnuff-work  for  Scotch  fnuff,  he  has  found  a decreafe  of 
not  quite  fifteen  and  a half  per  cent,  on  the  raw  mate- 
rials ; and  at  another  time,  in  manufacturing  the  like 
quantity  for  the  fame  purpofe,  he  has  found  a decreafe  of 
nineteen  per  cent,  from  which  he  fays  a latitude  is  af- 
forded to  the  unfair  trader  to  introduce  fmuggled  goods, 
without  the  danger  of  being  detected  by  the  furveying 
officer,  and  may  obtain  permits  for  its  removal  upon  fale, 
as  if  the  goods  had  been  regularly  permitted  into  his 
flock.  ; . 

That,  upon  the  whole,  he  is  convinced  no  general 
rules  can  apply  to  the  manufacture  of  tobacco  and  fnuff, 
becaufe  the  raw  material  is  uncertain  in  its  native  quality, 
and  confequently  will  produce  more  or  lefs,  even  under 
the  fame  operations  of  manufacture,  and  that  if  it  were 
poffible  always  to  procure  tobacco  of  the  fame  quality  for 
each  particular  purpofe  of  manufacture,  the  different 
methods  of  the  manufacturers  in  treating  the  goods  muft 
caufe  variations  in  the  proceeds,  and  therefore  the  furvey 
of  keeping  flock  upon  the  manufacturer  cnnnot  tend  to 
check  the  unfair  trader  3 but  by  retarding  the  bufinefs  of 
the  fair  manufacturer,  increafing  the  expences  of  his 
trade,  and  caufing  wafle  and  damage  to  his  goods,  by 
frequently  moving  it  for  the  purpofe  of  weighing,  will 
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reduce  the  fair  trader  to  the  neceffity  of  raifing  his  prices, 
and  thereby  afford  a greater  advantage  to  the  fmuggler. 

That  the  licence  duty,  the  expencc  of  an  additional 
yearly  fervant,  and  lofs  of  time  by  delay  and  interruption 
in  his  trade  fince  this  Ad  commenced,  he  eftimates  at 
£.100  per  annum. 

That  he  is  therefore  of  opinion,  that  Excife  regulations 
in  thefe  man u fad u res  will  in  the  end  leffen  the  Revenue, 
by  deflroying  a great  part  of  our  trade. 
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JOSEPH  BUSHELL,  of  Liverpool,  depofed. 

That  he  finds  great  inconvenience  in  the  taking  of  his 
flock,  which  the  excife  officer  does  every  ten  days , which 
takes  up  his  fervants  time  a whole  dayt  and  fometimes 
tWO , DURING  WHICH  HIS  BUSINESS  MUST  STAND 
still,  befides  his  goods  being  injured. 

That  he  is  compelled  to  keep  double  the  (lock  of  goods 
he  formerly  did  for  the  fupply  of  his  cuflomersj  by 
which  he  incurs  an  expence  of  JT.  yo per  annum  for  interejl 
o?i  his  additional  capital , befides  £.  30  per  annuin  for  an 
additional  warehoufe,  and  f.  40  per  annum  for  a clerk , — 
all  which  he  faved  before  the  Ad  took  place,  when  he  did 
more  buf  nefs  than  he  does  now. 

That  he  finds  it  impoffible  to  comply  with  the  Ad 
fo  as  to  avoid  penalties,  as  the  article  of  tobacco  is  per- 
5 petually 
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petually  undergoing  variations  in  weight  in  every  ftage  of 
his  bufinefs. 

That  he  objects  to  the  lofs  of  time  and  hindrance  of 
bufinefs,  occafioned  by  the  notices  to  be  given  in  different 
branches  of  the  trade. 

He  objects  alfo  to  the  bond  for  3 s gd.  per  pound  re- 
quired upon  exportation,  which  bond  cannot  be  cancelled 
but  by  a certificate  from  the  port  for  which  it  was  en- 
tered— And  it  is  in  fome  cafes  impofiible,  from  the  par- 
ticular circumftances  of  the  trade  from  Liverpool,  to 
procure  fuch  certificates.  For  the  want  of  which  the 
Manufacturer  and  Exporter  may  be  completely  ruined . 


RICHARD  BAKER,  of  London,  depofed. 

That  he  was  a Tobacco  Engine  and  Frefs-maker .* 

That  he  had  fent  many  utenfils  for  manufacturing  to- 
bacco and  fnuff  abroad,  fince  the  commencement  of  the 
Tobacco  Excife  ACt,  and  had  then  orders  uncompleated. 

That,  fince  the  high  duties  took  place,  he  had  found 
his  trade  increafe  abroad,  as  it  decreafed  in  this  country  * 
having  made 

* He  perhaps  makes  more  engines  and  preffes,  than  all  the  men  in 
England  befides. 
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For  this  Country.  For  Abroad. 

In  1781  - 15  Engines.  3 Engines. 

i785  “ 5 5 

j787  - 4 7 

1788  4 8 

1789  - i 3 


That  he  had  lately  difcharged  eight  of  his  men ; and, 
had  he  not  engaged  in  another  line  of  bufinefs,  mud  have 
parted  with  more ; though  he  did  not  know  that  he  had 
loft  one  cuftomer  in  England. 

That,  for  thirty  years,  his  predecefTor  and  he  had  con- 
ftantly  employed  from  four  to  fix  men,  in  making  boxes  to 
cut  tobacco  in  :—for  twelve  months  pajl  he  had  fcarcely 
been  able  to  employ  one  man  in  that  branch  : and  that, 
as  the  boxes  are  continually  wearing  out,  when  the  ma- 
nufacturer is  at  work,  (it  being  ufual  for  each  manufac- 
turer to  have  tv/o  fets  a year)  and  doubly  fo  now,  on 
account  of  tobacco  being  cut  much  finer  than  formerly, 
the  declination  of  that  part  of  his  trade  was  an  indubitable 
proof  of  the  decreafe  of  the  manufacture  of  tobacco  in  this 
country. 

That,  if  the  manufacturer  were  at  work,  he  could  not 
withhold  or  keep  back  his  orders  for  boxes,  without 
doing  himfelf  an  injury  of  ten  times  the  amount  of  the 
value  of  the  boxes. 

That  he  had  now  twelve  engines  and  prefles  ready  by 
him,  whereas,  ’till  within  thefe  two  years,  he  had  never 
been  able  to  keep  any  before-hand. 

That,  about  two  months  fince,  a manufacturer  abroad 
had  countermanded  an  order  for  three  engines,  owing  to 
c a report. 
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a report,  that  the  Act  would  be  repealed  and  the  duties  re- 
duced $ in  which  cafe,  he  J'atd,  he  would  fettle  in  this 
country. 

That  another  perfon  had  offered  him  an  order  for  a fet 
of  horfe  utenfils,  on  the  following  conditions  : — If  the 
Act  were  repealed,  and  the  duty  reduced  in  twelve 
months,  he  fihould  take  them  again,  and  have  6 o.  for 

the  ufe  of  them  : if  not,  he  (hould  have  his  full  price. 

That  he  had  heard  of  four  manufacturers  who  had  . 
fettled  abroad. 

That  there  were' hut  two  perfons  befides  himfelf  in 
London,  in  the  fame  line  of  bufmefs  -y  and  one  of  them  had 
failed  about  three  weeks  ago. 

That  he  did  not  believe  the  perfon,  in  the  fame  line  of 
bufinefs,  who  had  not  failed,  employed  a man  one  day  in 
the  week  in  the  tobacco  trade. 

That  he  had  never  heard  of  their  attempting  to  make 
engines  abroad,  till  within  thefe  eight  months. 

That  he  makes  utenfils  for  manufacturing  in  New- 
caftle,  Norwich,  Chefter,  Sheffield,  &c.  and  did  not 
know  of  any  perfon  in  the  country  who  is  eminent  in  his  . 
line  of  bufinefs. . 


F-  2 
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JOHN  HARDING,  of  London, 

(an  Officer  of  Excife)  depofed, 

That  he  furveyed  Meffi  Sales  and  Pollard,  Meffi 
Hains  and  Co. 

That  he  was  not  allowed  by  law  to  weigh  any.  tobacco 
in  adtnal  operation. 

That  he  could  not  tell  when  tobacco  was  in  operation. 

That  he  only  weighed  fuch  tobacco  as  the  manufacturer 
pointed  out  to  him  not  to  be  in  a Rate  of  manufacture. 

That  he  had  not  found  the  manufactured  goods  to  an- 
fwer  to  the  table  of  allowances  j and  here  he  Rated  fome 
of  the  variations  he  had  met  with  Riewing  that  there 
were  fometimes  increafes,  and  fometimes  decreafes  above 
or  below  the  allowances  in  the  fame  article,  none  of 
which  he  could  account  for,  except  an  increafe  of  two 
hundred  and  twenty  pounds  in  a parcel  of  (hag  that  had 
arifen  from  the  manufacturer  having  brought  to  the  fcale, 
and  weighed  fome  tobacco  in  operation , along  with,  and  as 
part  of  a parcel,  which  was  compleatly  manufactured * -f*. 

That  he  was  well  perfuaded  the  increafes  which  he  had 
met  with,  had  not  been  fraudulently  occafioned,  though 
he  confeffied  it  was  out  of  his  power  to  know  whether 
they  had  or  not. 

* If  the  manufacturer  himfelf  cannot  difinguifh  between  that  WHICH  is, 
and  that  which  is  not  in  operation , how  is  the  officer  to  do  it? 

f By  his  ftatements  it  appeared,  that  one  manufacturer's  ftock  amounted 
to  ONE  HUNDRED  AND  TWENTY  THOUSAND,  FIVE  HUNDRED  AND 

thirty-seven  pounds,  exclufive  of  goods  in  operation  of  manufacture ; 
which  ftock  the  ACt  empowers  him  to  weigh,  as  often  as  he  thinks 
PROPER. 
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JOSHUA  HUTTON,  of  London, 

(a  Surveyor  in  the  Excife,)  depofed, 

In  addition  to  what  John  Harding  had. 

That  on  taking  the  flock  of  Mr.  Hutchinfon,  in 
Gracechurch-flreet,  on  the  4th  of  March  lad,  he  found  a 
confiderable  decreafe  in  the  whole  of  the  flock  -y  but  that 
he  met  with  an  increafe  of  thirty  pounds  in  the  article  of 
rappee,  which  he feized* . 

That  at  the  time  he  feizea  it,  he  had  no  reafon  to  believe , 
either  that,  or  any  of  the  increafes  in  Mr.  Hutchinfon’s 
flock,  had  been  in  conference  of  the  introduction  of 
fnuggled  tobacco , or  other  unfair  practices. 

That,  when  he  weighed  the  returns  of  roll  or  fhag 
tobacco,  he  made  no  deduction  from  the  weight  for 
liquor. 

That  the  weighing  of  the  flock  took  up  a good  deal  of 
time;  and  the  notices  and  declarations  were  certainly 
tedious  and  troublefome  to  the  manufacturer. 


THOMAS  STEVENS,  of  London, 

(a  Surveyor  of  Excife)  depofed. 

The  fame  in  effedt  that  John  Harding  had  done. 

* In  the  three  preceding  furveys,  Mr.  Hutchinfon  had  a decrease  of 
forty-six  rouNDiS  in  the  article  of  rappee, 
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'RICHARD  JONES,  of  London, 

(a  King’s  Warehoufe-keeper)  depofed. 

That,  on  the  12th  of  January  laft,  Mr.  Edward 
Spencer  imported  a cafk  of  foreign  fn uff,  weighing,  at 
the  time  it  was  brought . into  the  King’s  Warehoufe, 
5 Cwt.  3qu.  231b. 

That,  when  Mr.  Spencer  took  out  of  the  Warehoufe, 
and  paid  duty  for  faid  cade  on  the  16th  February  lafb,  it 
bad  increafed  16  lb.  weighing  then  6 Cwt.  oqu.  11  lb. 


JEREMIAH  SEARLE,  of  London, 

(a  Surveyor  of  Excife)  depofed. 

That,  on  the  13th  March  laft,  he  found  an  increafeof 
61b.  in  Mr.  Spencer’s  foreign  fnuff,~  which  he feized. 

In  other  relpedts  Jeremiah  Searle  confirmed  the  tefti- 
mony  of  the  preceding  officers ; as  did  alfo  Benjamin 
Spiller  and  John  Pike , two  other  Excife  officers ; all  of 
them  confeffing,  that,  when  they  went  into  a tobacco 
manufadlory,  they  could  not  tell  what  tobacco  they  had  a 
right  to  weigh — that  they  had  met  with  many  increafes 
above  the  allowances,  which  they  could  not  account 
for — that  they  had  no  method  of  de telling  fraud  m the 

manufactory and  that  the  fair  trader  was  liable  to 

inevitable  forfeitures. 
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CHARLES  LLOYD  THOMAS,  of  Bristol, 
(an  Excife  Officer)  depofed. 

That  he  had  never  met  with  any  increafes  above  the 
allowance,  except  in  the  article  of  Scotch  fnuff.  De- 
er eafes  he  had  frequently  found,  and  fome  unaccountable, 
otherwife  than  by  imagining  the  goods  had  been  fold  in 
retail  ; all  the  manufacturers  he  furveyed,  being  in  that 
line  of  the  bufinefs. 

That  he  did  know  what  part  of  the  flock  he  had  a 
right  to  weigh,  without  being  informed  by  the  manu- 
facturer. 

That  he  did  not  know  when  he  had  a right  to  weigh 
fome  of  the  articles,  without  being  informed  by  the  manu- 
facturer. \ 

That  the  Excife  would  attach  on  tobacco,  as  well  as 
many  other  articles. 


JOSEPH  SALES,  of  London, 

(a  Tobacconift)  depofed, 

That  no  table  of  allowances  could  be  framed  to  fecure 
the  Revenue,  that  would  not  at  the  lame  time  fubject 
the  fair  trader  to  inevitable  penalties. 

That,  he  was  convinced,  many  fmall,  but  very  honefl 
manufacturers,  were  under  the  neceffity  of  having  re- 

cou  rfc 
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courfe  to  clandejline  practices,  to  lave  their  indubitable 
property . 

That  he  had  been  thirty  years  in  the  bufinefsj  and  in 
all  that  time  had  never  been  able  to  afcertain  what  would 
be  the  produce  of  any  given  quantity  of  the  raw  mate- 
rial . 

That  the  Act  expofed  very  valuable  fecrets  in  the  ma- 
nufacture of  fnuff. 

That  he  had  conlidered  his  fecrets  invaluable  till 
the  commencement  of  the  Adi  ; and  therefore  thought  it  an 
infringement  of  his  rights  and  privileges  as  a citizen. 

That  he  was  of  opinion  no  modification  of  the  Act 
whatever  would  fecure  the  Revenue,  and  protect  the  fair 
trader. 
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